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Engineered for Sport...Designed for Life

Innovation is an essential part of the Roma 
programme. Since 2013 the company has 
introduced five versions of the “Contour 
Body Mapping” system, each one pushing 
the advancement on how someone is fitted 
for a made to measure wheelchair. Pressure 
mapping has been incorporated into the 
process while the latest version now includes 
resistance on the wheels which allows even 
greater accuracy whilst measuring the effort 
and energy required to use the chair 
efficiently.

A unique feature Roma offers its customers is 
a second fit for their wheelchair. The 
wheelchair is manufactured to a point where 
the customer can sit in the chair and decide 
if it is 100% correct or if there is any fine 
tuning they feel is needed. The second fit 
gives the confidence that their wheelchair 
will be produced to their exact requirements.

From the beginning Roma’s philosophy was 
to make the highest quality rugby 
wheelchair that utilised the best quality 
components available. Most suppliers offer 
their wheelchairs with cost option upgrades 
that can be added to the specification. 
Roma doesn’t believe in this and 
incorporates these upgrades as standard. 
Many of our customers felt that Contour 
Body Mapping would benefit them for their 
everyday wheelchair and we were 
constantly asked to develop an active rigid 
day chair that mirrored the same principles 
and quality of the Roma Rugby wheelchairs. 
This eventually led to the introduction of the 
made to measure Vida active day chair.

We have been proud to partner GBWR since 
2013 and have been involved in their Super 
Series and National tournament events. 
Since the 2012 Paralympic Games this 
exciting sport has gone from strength to 
strength with many new clubs being formed 
in the UK adding to the infrastructure and 
success of the sport.

Roma has taken part in a number of high 
profile events since 2012, one such event 
was the Great Global Investment Conference 
Showcase – that was held in Lancaster 
House in September 2015. Roma was 
selected to be one of only thirteen British 
companies to present what was considered 
the best about British innovation, design and 
product. The event was attended by various 
dignitaries, including politicians and 
business leaders from around the world. At 
this event we were extremely proud to have 
been one of only two companies that Prime 
Minister David Cameron chose to visit and 
spend time reviewing our Contour Body 
Mapping system.

Our brand has gone from strength to strength 
with many more exciting developments and 
introductions taking place. We look forward 
to furnish you with further information about 
the company in the next edition of Able 
Magazine.

Roma was established over 
45 years ago as an 
engineering company who’s 
primary aim was to supply 
product to the NHS. 15 years 
ago Simon Dalton, John Pitt 
and Harmar Roberts 
acquired the company and 
expanded the company’s 
portfolio to include scooters, 
wheelchairs and other 
rehabilitation products.  

In early 2012 following a chance 
encounter Roma embarked on the 
production of a Rugby chair for a local 
player, this led to a meeting with David 
Pond the CEO of Great Britain 
Wheelchair Rugby organisation who 
was extremely supportive and 
expressed an interest to work with a 
British company to develop products 
and ideas which would potentially 
provide wheelchairs to existing and 
new clubs/players across the country.

Roma were invited to meet the management and players of the 
Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby organisation (GBWR) at their 
Norfolk training camp prior to the London Olympic Games. It soon 
became apparent that the way players were being measured for 
these bespoke chairs left far too much room for error. Rather than 
follow the industry standard Roma decided to challenge the status 
quo and devise a new method that would make what would be a 
truly made to measure product.

“Contour Body Mapping” was designed as an alternative to the 
tape measure process. This system allows Roma customers to have 
complete confidence that their wheelchair is being built around 
them and will be exactly what they require. This unique patented 
piece of equipment enables a customer to assess how their 
wheelchair will feel, even before it is made. The system is multi 
configurable with adjustment in seat, backrest, foot-rest and wheel 
positions and angles. The system is supported by a bespoke CAD 
design system which is capable of capturing measurements with 
unprecedented accuracy, it also allows for a visualisation of what 
the wheelchair will look like once it has been manufactured.
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